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7 HE following diſcourſe was POR at 
the requeſt of ſome particular friends, at a+ 
time when many lamentable inſtances of SuicipꝝE 
had happened in the Metropolis. On that cacount 
it made a deep impreſſion on à very numerous 
audience. The Author was then ſolicited to 
offer it to the Public. 


The firft Edition being ſome time out of print, 
he has now republiſhed it with confiderable 
alterations and corrections. The ſubjet itſelf is 
of the moſt ſerious and intereſting nature. It is 
placed in a new and ſtriking hight; and it is 
hoped, that the peruſal of it will, by the bleſſing of 
Heaven, be attended with ſome good effetts. 


C O N- 


| of Suicide, 


o O N NE NI S. 


a 


The text illuſtrated—Frequency of Suicide— 
Inſtances of it in the Bible—That it is con- 
trary to our natural love of hfe—That 1t 
proceeds from want of fortitude, ambition, 


benevolence, and gratitude—That it indi- 
cates a neglect vf duty, a perverted imagi- 
nation, and a diſregard to the divine autho- 
rity—Awful thoughts on futurity—Objec- 
tions of the infidel—View of annihilation 
An appeal to the wretched on their paſt 
happineſs—Suicide as unjuſtifiable in the 
infidel as in the chriſtian—Refutation of the 
arguments in favour of Suicide ; from life 


being a burden, from pain, poverty, re- 


proach, remorſe, diſappointment, loſs of 
friends, &c.—Motives to acquieſcence and 
fortitude A concluding addreſs to the 
audience, with arguments drawn from every 
ſituation in life to diſſuade from the crime 
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JOB xv. 14. ; 


ALL Tur DAYS OF MY APPOINTED TIME 
WILL 1 WAIT TILL MY CHANGE COME. 


| A $' theſubjett of the preſent Addreſs is» 
FIY peculiarly intereſting, I could not 
have choſen a text more ſuitable to it, 
than the words I have now read. This noble 
and pious reſolution of Job ſeems to have 
ariſen from the melancholy thought, that 
vhen human life is once gone, it is altogether 
irrecoverable: that the plant and the flower, 
though cut down, budded afreſh, yet that no 
ſuch renovation was granted to man. Attend 
to his elegant and pathetic deſcription: 
Man that is born of a woman is of few 
days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth 
like a flower, and is cut down; he fleeth alſo 
as a ſhadow, and continueth not. Seeing his 
mT r days 
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1 
days are Ati the number of his 


months are with thee; thou haſt appointed 
his bounds that he cannot paſs. For there 
15 hope of a tree if it be cut down, that it will 
ſprout again, and that the tender branch 
thereof will not ceaſe. Though the root 
thereof wax old in the earth, and the ſtock 


thereof die in the ground, yet through the 


ſcent of water it will bud, and bring forth 
boughs like a plant. But man dieth, and 
waſteth away, yea man giveth up the ghoſt, 
and where is he? As the waters fail from the 
ſea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up; ſo 


man lieth down, and riſeth not till the hea- 


vens be no more; they ſhall not awake nor 
be raiſed out of their ſleep. If a man die, 


ſhall he live again? ALL THE DAYS oF MY 


"APPOINTED ena WILLI WAIT TILL MY 


CHANGE COME,” 
His reaſoning ſeems to be this « If death 
ſhall put a final period to my purſuits and 


enjoyments in the preſent ſtate, I will not 


haſten the approach of that hour. I will wait 
with reſignation and gratitude till my ap- 
pointed change ſhall arrive. I will not pro- 
voke thy diſpleaſure, O thou benignant Au- 
thor of my bein 8. 1 life, and whatever I 


poſſeſs 
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poſſeſs are the gifts of th goodneſs; and fo 
long as thou continueſt them I will preſerve 
and enjoy them. 
Would to Heaven that this were the pre- 
vailing temper of all of us! We ſhould not 
then be ſo often diſtreſſed with the melancholy 

tidings of ſo many of our fellow-creatures 
_ ruſhing precipitately into the preſence of their 
judge. The frequency of this event has pol- 
lated with indelible 1 1 52 the annals of 
Great-Britain. 

As the luxury and apry of the age ſeem 
to be advancing to a criſis, ſo Suicipꝝ, the 
offspring of hell, the dire attendant of guilt, 
remorſe and deſpair, begins to infect, by her 
baleful influence, more unhappy votaries than 
ever. As this circumſtance demands the at- 
tention of every friend of religion and of 
mankind, I ſhall deliver my ſentiments on it 
with all ſincerity and earneſtneſs; entreating, 
at the ſame time from you, that attention 
winch a cauſe ſo important deſerves. And 
may HE, who has all hearts in his own hand, 


deeply prof yours with hoy will be © 
vanced. 


If there be any now Pant who are a 
prey ta the demon of melancholy ; if diſap- 
LL + oe pointment 
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pdintment and anguiſn have overtaken you; 
if life has loſt all power to pleaſe; if the gloom 
of deſpondency begins to ſettle around you, 
and exclude every ray of hope; let One, who 
can feel for your diſtreſs; endeavour to alle- 
viate it ; let him forewarn you againſt that 
fatal temptation which may lead fo a crime 
the moſt unjuſtifiable and moſt unnatural ; 
and which, once committed, can never be 
repaired, 

In diſcou rſing o on this awful and i important 
ſubject, I ſhall conſider the depraved cha- 
racter of thoſe who are guilty of Suicide. | 

And then take a view of the moſt plauſible 
arguments that are uſually urged in its de- 
fence ; concluding with ſome ſerious adnio- 
nitions to diſſuade from the commiſſion of it. 
To unfold the real character arid diſpoſi- 


tion of thoſe who have been deluded into this 
crime, it may be proper to mention a few 


examples. 

Such, however, do not occur often in he 
ſacred writings. It is ſomewhat remarkable; 
that 3 in the Moſaic diſpenſation, which con- 
tains almoſt every kind of precept relating to 
our. conduct in life, there is not found one 


We 
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we may infer, that ſuch a crime was judged 
to be fo contrary to nature, that it was hardly 
probable! it would ever be attempted. And 
indeed, if it was not fo frequently committed, 
it would ſcarcely appear credible, 
The farft inſtance of it recorded in the 


Bible 18 that of Samson, who, being betrayed 
into the hands of his enemies, deprived of his 
fight, and made a public object of deriſion, 
pulled down the houſe wherem he and a great 
multitude were aſſembled, by which they all 
periſhed. This was Suicide and murder 

united. This no doubt proceeded from the 
inſtigation of reſiſtance and revenge, but upon 
no principle whatſoever can it be juſtified, 
Another example of Suicide was that of Sat. 
and his armout=bearer, who, at the battle on 
morint Gilboa, fell upon their ſwords and 
died: Saul was diſtreſſed in mind, his ſons 
were flam; he himſelf was wounded, and in 
danger of being ſubdued by the Philiſtines. 
Another we find in Ach TornEL, who, when 
his counſel was rejected, went home, put his 
houſe in order, and perpetrated the fatal 
deed. —This was evidently the effect of de- 
ſpondency arid diſappointed pride. But the 
moſt memorable account in the Scriptures of 
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SELF-MURDER was that of J ups, who, after 
having long been honoured with the friend- 
ſhip and inſtruction of his Lord and Maſter, 
acted the perfidious part of delivering him up 


into the hands of his enemies. He was ſeized 


with the keeneſt remorſe for ſuch baſe ingra- 

titude, and put a period to his unworthy life. 

His unhappy exit is particularly related. 
Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are the men who 


have raſhly and impiouſly adventured into the 


unknown world, inſtead of waiting with 
patience till their change came.” Need I 


explore the annals of heathen hiſtory ? Need 


I mention the conduct of CaTo, BRurus, 
ANToNY, Nxko, and many others, who, either 
from a miſtaken pride in not ſubmitting to 
the foe, or from the agonies of guilt and de- 
ſpair, were prompted to this violent and jirre- 
trievable act ? But where is there in reaſon or 
in religion one pretext for, or palliation of, 
ſuch a crime ? 

I. Is it not, in the firſt place, contrary to 
the ſtrongeſt law of nature, SzLF-PRESERVA- 


ION? Does not that propenſity predominate 


in every creature endowed with life? When 
do we ever find any of the inferior animals 
wilfully deſtroying themſelves ? Do they not 

| all 
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all ſhrink from danger, and avoid the ap- 
proaches of death? And ſhall Man be the 
only being in the univerſe, who ſuppreſſes the 
feelings of IMS TIN itſelf ? Shall other crea- 
tures follow, without deviation, the plain path 
of nature, and ſhall man, ungrateful, incon- 
ſiſtent man, burſting uncontrouled over the 
bounds preſcribed by reaſon, conſcience, du ty, 


plunge anne into the gulf of perdi- 
tion? 


We are told, that nd man hateth his own 
fleſh, but loveth and cheriſheth -it.” But 
thou, O ſelf-deſtroyer, canſt raiſe thine im- 
pious hand againſt thy LIr x itſelf ! We are 
told that the light is ſweet, and that it is a 
pleaſant thing for the eyes to behold the ſun.” 
But thou, canſt loathe the beams of that cheer- 
ing luminary, and hide thyſelf forever from its 
influence. Thus it is, that the crime of Sui- 
cide is directly contrary to the firſt and — 
wiſh of nature herſelf. 

II. In the next place, this crime indicates 
a weakneſs and TIMID ITV OF MIND ; a want 
of fortitude to reſiſt or ſupport the calamities 
of life. How baſe and cowardly is it to fly 
from the field of battle, inſtead of being rouſed 
to fight, to e or to periſh in the glorious 
5 ſtrug- 


18 
ſtruggle! We are taught, that it is only he 
who overcometh that ſhall inherit all things; 
that he that endureth to the end ſhall be 
ſaved; and that if we are faithful unto the 
death, we ſhall receive the crown of life.“ 
So that it is -PERSEVERANCE only that can 
aſcertain to the chriſtian the object of his 
hope. I grant indeed, that life is a ꝓerpatual 
ſcene of diſquiet and of fuffering; that a 
thouſand hardſhips and difficulties lie in wait 
to intimidate our hearts, and to retard our 
Progreſs. But ſhall we not, for that very 
reaſon, be animated with that chriſtian heraiſm 
and, bravery of ſoul, which will prevent us 
From being too much dejected in the hour f 
adverſity : Amidſt calm ſeas and ſerene ſkies, 
the pilot may reſt ſecure; but when the hea- 

vens darken, when the tempeſt riſes, hen the 
-whole. ocean is raging and tumultuous; then 
it is: that he is called upon, not to put an xx 
to his life, but to exert all his vigilance, bra- 
very, and ſkill in .PRESERVING it. So it 
#Fhould be with us: when dangers threaten, 
our fouls ſhould be all exertion, and, inſtead 
of ſhrinking, like the Self- aſſaſſin, from the 
ſcene of action, we ſhould boldly. reſiſt, and 
perſevere to the end. But who is ſufficient 


for 
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for theſe things? The chriſtian hero. With 
what -armour is he cloathed ? With © the 
ſhield of faith, the helmet of ſalvation, the 
- breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, and the ſword of 
the Spirit.” If therefore, O man, thou art 
clothed in this armour, thou ſhalt go forth 
undaunted to the field of combat © conquer- 
ing and to conquer,” 

hear up a few ſhort ſeaſons, and thy ſtrug- 
gle will be over. Thou ſhalt repoſe in that 
peaceful manſion, where the weary are at 
reſt, and the wicked ceaſe from troubling.” 

Hence 1t appears, that he who 1s truly 
armed for the chriſtian warfare, will never 
have recourſe to the fatal act of Suicide. 

HI. Again, the man who 1s guilty of this 
crime, diſcovers an indolent, unaſpiring mind; 
a want of aMBI1T1oN to be either great or 
uſeful. We are naturally formed to be 
active, emulous, and” progreſſive in our re- 
ſearches. But he who takes away his own 
life fruſtrates the very end of his creation. 
In vain does he enter upon the path of wiſ- 
dom or of glory, if he ſhall thus incapacitate 
himſelf from proceeding in it any farther. 
He will act the inconſiſtent part of a man, 
who, when he is conſtructing ſome curious 

. C 2 5 piece 
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piece of workmanſhip, in which he was am- 
bitious to excel, ſhould with his own hands 
deſtroy what he had already made; Why 
did our Maker implant in us fuch an ardent 
deſire after excellence and renown, if he had 
not intended that we ſhould proceed uniformly 
in the means of acquiring them ? Shall we, 
therefore, with perverted ambition, after we 
have juſt emerged from the clouds of igno- 
rance, ſhut our eyes againſt the opening 
light, and plunge into the unknown abyſs? * 
IV. Farther, the commiſſion of this dread- 
ful crime proceeds from want of BENEvo- 
LENCE, and an indifference about the good 
of DD 
If a man has it in his power to relieve or 
protect a ſmall community which depends 
upon his friendſhip, would not that man be 
accounted barbarous and. inhumane, who 
ſhould vol untarily withdraw himſelf from 
its aſſiſtance? But how much more criminal 
is it in thee, O cruel man, to tear thyſelf from 
all the ties of nature, and to abandon for 
ever thy duty to ſociety ? Perhaps thou wilt 
ſay in excuſe, that thou art diſengaged from 
all the tender relations of life, and that thou 
| art INCAPABLE of doing any {ſervice to man- 
; 2 N kin d. 
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kind. But tell me, thou “ wicked and ſlotll- 
ful ſervant,” where is the man who ſtands 
unconnected with. the public good, or who is 
incapable of promoting 1t? Let the ſphere 
which thou occupieſt be ever ſo contracted or 
obſcure; ſtill thy life 1s valuable to many; and 
its loſs may be bitterly lamented. 

Society is like a grand and regular ma- 
chine, put into motion by the hand of the 
Almighty; every ſpring of which, even the 
moſt inconſiderable, has a certain part to per- 
form; and if it ceaſe to perform that; it diſ- 
.concerts the harmony of the whole. Come 
forward, thou deluded mortal, who pretendeſt 
to be diſengaged from the ſocial duties, and 
ſay, Is there no perſon who needs thy aſſiſt- 
ance, thy counſel; thy conſolation ? Repair at 
any time to the abodes of miſery, and thou 
wilt find many a tender and upright heart 
ready to break for anguiſh, and many a lovely 
countenance bathed in tears. Haſten to re- 
lieve them; TRV at leaſt to remove their af 
fliction. The attempt itſelf is meritorious ; 
it is Godlike. Is not this worth living for? 
If no ſuch objects occur to-day, wait till to- 
morrow, and new opportunities may offer. 
Wilt thou for ever put it our oF THY POWER 

WES «7 to 


„ 
to ben the offices of humanity ? If thou 
canſt hope to make one perſon - happier even 
for one hour, it is a ſufficient motive for thee 
to preſerve thy life. Fhy king, thy country, 
thy kindred, and ſociety at large, have a de- 
mand upon thee for the ſervices of thy life ſo 
long as it is continued, and if thou art guilty 
of that inhuman act, thou art avowedly the 
Hater and Enemy of mankind. | 

V. In the next place, the Self murderer 
not only indicates a want of benevolence to 
his fellow- creatures, but of GRATITUpE to 
his Creator, by thus abuſing his moſt pre- 
cious gift. Is not exiſtence a bleſſing? Is it 
not a bleſſing unſolicited, unmerited, and for 
which we can never make a ſufficient recom- 
pence? And ſhall we fo far diſregard the in- 
eſtimable gift of life as wantonly to ſport 
with it, and with our own hands to de- 

ſtroy it? | 

_ . - Suppoſe that | bed ſhould 3 us with 
ſome valuable preſent as a token of his regard, 
would not he have reaſon to think himſelf 
Injured: and affronted, if we ſhould deform 
and disfigure that preſent, and with ſpiteful 
malice daſh it to pieces? But haſt not thou, 
O man, received from thy Creator the gift of 


1 1) 


an immortal exiſtence? Are not the faculties 


of thy ſoul a part of his nature? Are not the 
organs of thy body the work of his hand ? 
And wilt thou ungratefully cut aſunder the 
tender tie, by which that ſoul and body are 
united ? Study, therefore, to render to thy 
Creator that moſt rational homage of pre- 


ſerving and improving the powers he has 
given thee. 


VI. To proceed; this ee; erime 
implies in it likewiſe a diſregard of that pur v 
which our Maker has been pleaſed to aſſign 
to us. Each of us has a certain part to per- 
form; ſome a higher, ſome a lower; ſome 


more conſpicuous, ſome more obſcure. If, 


therefore, we are either negligent in our office, 
or if we relinquiſh it without permiſſion, we 

are openly diſobedient and den to the 
Author of our being. 

Suppoſe a ſoldier wilfully diſqualifies him- 

{elf for the ſervice of his Commander, or de- 
ſerts his ſtation without leave, is not he there- 
fore accounted highly criminal ? Shall not we 
then, whoſe duties in life are ſo various and 
important, be ſtill more culpable for a ſimilar 
conduct? Let us therefore - reſolve, with the 
pious Job in my text, that All the days of 


our 
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our appointed time we will wait till our change 
come.“ The awful mandate will ſoon arrive, 
from the King of the armies of heaven, to diſ- 
miſs us from our preſent ſtation: then, and 
not TILL THEN, are we authoriſed to for- 
ſake i it. 

VII. This crime el likewiſe from a 
GLOOMY and MISGUIDED. IMAGINATION, by 
which a man 1s tempted to diſtruſt Provi- 
dence, and almoſt to accuſe it of cruelty and 
injuſtice. He imagines that he is now as 
miſerable as he can be, and that his Maker 
has no more happineſs in ſtore for him. How 
weak and fallacious is ſuch a concluſion? Tell 
me the ſituation when any of you has a right 
to ſay, Now I am arrived at the loweſt 
depth of diſtreſs, and the enjoyment of life is 
for ever fled.” Have not you often found, 
that when your heart has been ſinking in ſor- 
row, and your officious imagination has pre- 
ſented before you the moſt unpleaſing pro- 


75 ſpects, that in a ſhort time the cloud was re- 


moved, and the dawn of hope aroſe upon your 
ſoul? This life is a varying ſcene of good and 

evil. Nothing is fixed and permanent. Let 
us therefore be cautious of indulging a de- 
ſponding temper. They gh © weeping en- 
es 5 dures 


1 
dures for a night, yet joy may come in the 
morning.“ Shall we not wait at leaſt till 
that morning arrive? Shall we put it out of 
the power of OMN1PoTENCE itſelf to make 
us happier in the preſent ſtate? What though 
you are ignorant of the hour to come, have 
you not reaſon to believe that every thing is 
conducted for the beſt? Wait therefore on 
the Lord, and do not miſtruſt his adminiſtra- 
tion. Have you not heard of men, who, on 
ſome diſtreſsful tidings which concerned their 
fortune or other views, have given themſelves 
over to deſpair, and raſhly put an end to their 
life? And yet, in a ſhort time, perhaps the 
very next day, the face of things was changed, 
and Providence was ready to pour down the 
richeſt bleſſings on him who was then inca- 
pable of receiving them! on him who was 
lying a cold and ſenſeleſs corſe ! Had he lived 
that day longer, he might have enjoyed 
greater ſucceſs and felicity than his moſt ſan- 
guine expectations had ever formed. 
Examples of this melancholy nature hap- 
pen frequently, and ſhould teach us not to be 
premature in our concluſions, but to wait with 
reſignation till the gloom of adverſity ſhall 
be diſpelled. Such fatal raſhneſs is highly 
| impious, 
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impious, as it proceeds from a ſtubborn un- 
willingneſs to ſubmit to the ſupreme diſpoſal. 
We ſhould likewiſe conſider, that the moſt 
violent mental pain is ſeldom of long conti- 
nuance ; that it carries its own remedy along 
with it; and that it often terminates in that 
ſerene tranquillity which is more deſirable than 


pleaſure ztſelf. 
We ſhould conſider, that even our happy 


moments receive their higheſt reliſh from the 
experience of paſt pain; that our very errors 
are often the occaſion of our virtues; and 
that, on the knowledge of our former follies, 
we raiſe the ſtructure of our future wiſdom. 
In ſhort, we ſhould conſider that apparent 
evil often termmates in real good; that the 
moſt beautiful order ariſes from a ſeeming 
confuſion ; and that health, fortune, joy, are 
often the reſult of ſickneſs, poverty, and an- 
guiſh. There 4s none in this audience who 
can look back upon his paſt life without ac- 
knowledging the- truth of theſe reflections. 
If, therefore, our preſent ſtate be full of un- 
foreſeen viciſſitudes, let us hope and endeavour 
for the beſt, and beware leſt we totally x- 
TINGU1$H the lamp of life, inſtead of waiting 
till it burn brighter, 
VIII. 
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viii. This moſt atrocious crime e compre- 
hends in it likewiſe a want of sUBM1sston to 
the Judge and Arbitrator of human affairs. 
Hz it is who © does his will in the armies of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of this 
lower world. None can ſtay his hand from 
working, or ſay unto him, What doſt thou ? 
It is his prerogative to wound, and to heal ; to 
kill, and to make alive.” Wilt thou, O weak 
man, aſſume 11s right, diſputing (as it were) 
his authority, and challenging him to do his 
worſt ? Does he not ſee thy repining thoughts? 
Is he not witneſs of thy impious reſolution ? 
Doſt thou know what vengeance he has in 
ſtore for ſuch preſumptuous offenders? How 
canſt thou withſtand the terrors of his indig- 
nation ? Learn then to tremble at the thought 
of offending ni who is the potentate of hea- 
ven, earth, and hell; at whoſe imperial man- 
date the various ranks of being bow adoring ! 
IX. In the laſt place, the Self-murderer 
appears to be totally unimpreſſed with that 
reverence and awful dread which ought to 
attend the thoughts of a future ſtate. 
Remember, O man, that the sour, which 
now animates thy frame, is deſtined to ſur- 
vive the pang of diffolution. Allow me 
| BY there- 


WE 
therefore to reaſon a little with thee before 
thou committeſt the act of frenzy. What 
art thou? Where art thou? Whither art 
thou going ? What wilt thou ſoon be ? Thou 
art about to launch into that awful ocean, 
whoſe domains are unbounded and unknown! 
Thou art ſtanding on the very brink of eter- 
nity. ETERNITY! What art thou? Our 
weak facuities are loſt in the contemplation 
of thee. Impenetrable darkneſs hides thee 
from our view. None is permitted to return 
and bring us tidings of thee. Yet let us not. 
be preſumptuouſly inquiſitive. A ſhort time 
hence and we ſhall explore thy vaſt dominions. 
We then ſhall know war IT 1s To DIE. 
But, O thou all-wiſe Diſpoſer, forbid that the 
ſolemn hour ſhould find us unprepared; much 
leſs that we ſhould accelerate its approach. 

No! * all the days of our appointed time we 
will wait till our change come.” 
Whence comes it to paſs that the very 
THOUGHT of eternity does not deter thee, 
thou raſh Adventurer ? Canſt thou quit this 
life without reluctance ? Canſt thou tear thy 
heart from all thou haſt ever loved ? Canſt 
thou meditate the fatal deed without caſting 
one fond look behind thee ? But remember, 
that 


„ 


that it is not merely the ſhutting thine eyes 
on this lower world, and parting with thy 
deareſt enjoyments, that gives death its darkeſt 
horrors. Is it not rather the unknown fu- 
turity?—lIs it not % 


The dread of ſomething after death; 

That undiſcovered country, from whoſe 
bourne 

No traveller returns? 


But it appears, that the pREAD or $0ME- 
THING AFTER DEATH has no influence upon 
thee ; and that, rather than bear a few tran- 
fient evils, thou wilt riſk thine eternal ſalva- 
tion, and with open eyes ruſh forward into 
darkneſs. Doſt thou not reflect, that but a 
few moments will paſs, and thou wilt be ex- 
tended on the cold earth, pale, ghaſtly, lifeleſs! 
that thine affrightened ſoul may be hovering 
over its late abode; or exploring ſome un- 

known region; or ſtanding before its Judge; 
receiving the irreverſible ſentence, and doomed 


to the dwellings of deſpair ! Theſe are dread- 


ful thoughts: the very possIBILITY of them 
makes us tremble | If therefore thou art deaf 
to the calls of Religion, hſten to the voice of 
Nature—Let conſcience ſpeak—Hold thin 
impious hand—Porbear a crime at which thy 

. heart 


1 

heart recoils, which thy reaſon condemns, 
which chriſtanity has accurſed, at which the 
angels weep, at which the devils triumph, and 
to puniſh which the red-flaming ſword of 
Juſtice is for ever unſheathed! Reflect, there- 
fore, that thy ſoul is immortal; that the con- 
ſcience within thee is the © worm that never 
dies; that thou art accountable to thy God 
for this laſt and moſt aggravated of thy crimes, 
And though thou art ignorant of the puniſh- 
ment due to it, yet beware of offending HIM 
who reigns the dread Potentate of the inviſible 

world. : | 
I am here aware of an objection, The 
man, who is determined on Self-deſtruction, 
will perhaps tell me, that the preceding argu- 
ments drawn from FUTURITY have no weight 
upon him, becauſe he TOTALLY DISBELIEVES 
IT. That he is unconnected with any ſyſtem 
of revelation, and looks upon the whole as 
viſionary and deluſive. That he is perſuaded 
within himſelf that the hour of death will put 
a final period both to his ſufferings and to his 
exiſtence ; and that his reaſon tells him, it 1s 
wiſeſt to eſcape from miſery when he has the 
means in his own power. If theſe be thy 
ſentiments, thou weak and wicked man, allow 
| me 
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me to tell thee, that the conduct thou art 
purſuing is totally inconſiſtent with thy prin- 
ciples. Thou believeſt that there is no hap- 
pineſs to be enjoyed but in this life, and yet 
thou doſt willingly deprive thyſelf of that life 
and happineſs together. Let me therefore 


addreſs thee as an IN FIDEL, and endeavour to 


vanquiſh thee with thine own weapons. Let 
me prove to thy reaſon, that whether thou 
believeſt in a future ſtate or not, the act of 
Suicide is ſtill contrary to nature, to morals, 
and to ſound reaſon. 


Suppoſe then, that thou art a convert to 


the doctrine of ANxNVIHILATION: Does that 


word convey no horror? Think what it is to 
be eraſed from the book of life! to be reduced 
to thy primitive nothing ! © Thoſe thoughts 
that wander through Eternity to be ſwallowed 
up and loſt in the wide womb of uncreated 
night, devoid of ſenſe and motion :” no more 
to ſearch and meditate the works of God! no 
more to. rejoice in thine exiſtence, and in the 
proſpect of unbounded felicity ! no more to 
bear a part in the grand harmonious ſyſtem 
of nature, and to join the melody of the ſons 
of heaven. The very thought of ſuch a ſitua- 
tion is full of terror. But ſuppoſing thou 


canſt 
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canſt reconcile thyſelf to the proſpect of being 
annihilated, Has the pRESENT life no charms 
for thee? Art thou not grateful for what thou 
haſt already enjoyed, and for thy capacity of 
enjoying more ? If death were this moment to 
inatch thee from being, wouldſt thou not 
gratefully adore the God who made thee, and 
acknowledge that thine exiſtence was a bleſ- 
ſing? that its enjoyments were more than an 
equivalent for its pains? Look back, I beſeech 
thee, on the days of innocence and early 
youth. What pleaſing moments then glided 
along, unembittered with melancholy, remorſe, 
or fear. In thoſe days when life was new, 
did not the face of nature wear a pleaſing 
ſmile, and beautits, unenjoyed before, ſtill 
ariſe around thee? Did not parental fondneſs 
ſnooth for thee every rugged ſtep, while thine 
heart expanded with the ſweet emotions of 
filial love? Was not the wiſh of friendſhip 
dear to thee in thoſe tender years? I appeal 
to thine own experience, to the experience of 
the moſt diſtreſſed individual, how many ſo- 
cial, ſympathetic hours you all have paſſed ; 
when care was baniſhed, and every uneaſy 
ſenſation lulled to repoſe. Think on the 
charms of mutual endearments, of virtuous 
Ana) | affec· 
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affection; of loving and of being beloved. 
Think likewiſe, ye gloomy mortals, who mag- 
nify the woes of life, what rapture attends 
the diſcovery of truth, and the improvement 
of knowledge. To feel your ideas growing 
every day more enlightened, more enlarged, 
more refined? Think likewiſe what pleaſure 
there is in acquiring the applauſe and eſteem 
of your fellow-creatures ; and how that plea- 
ſure is redoubled, when confirmed by your 
owN approbation, and the teſtimony of a good 
. conſcience. 

In ſhort, reflect upon what you have Al- 
READY enjoyed, and the inſpiring hopes 
which have often ſprung up within you of 
ſcenes and objects yet unobtained ; and then 
tell me, if you dare, that life is a curſe inſtead 
of a bleſſing. Till you can anſwer this from 
heart-felt conviction, you remain unauthoriſed 
by reaſon to take away that life which was 
given you as a pledge of love, and which when 
once gone, can never be recalled. 

Thus I would reaſon with the PROPESSED 
INFIDEL, (if there be any ſuch) and prove to 
him, that, even on the ſuppoſition of there 
being no hereafter, the act of Svicipe is in- 

gratitude and madneſs. 
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After all, it appears ſomewhat unaccoumnt- 
able, that the law of nature ſhould be ſo far 
violated in Ax perſon, as to make them prefer 
certain death or annihilation to the uncertain 
troubles of a ſhort life. Canſt thou, O man, 
relinquiſh all thy paſt pleaſures without one 
parting ſigh? Is it not happineſs even to 
REFLECT on theſe pleaſures, and to renew 
them in thy delighted imagination ? The ſame 
ſcenes may return, and be enjoyed again by 
thee with the ſame extacy. But haſt thou 
no compaſſion to thoſe friends thou art leav- BE 
ing behind? Art thou regardleſs of the bitter 
tears they may ſhed over thy grave, while thou 
art inſenſible of their lamentations ? Thou 
wilt then be lying a companion of worms; 
thine eyes cloſed on the beauties of nature; 
thine ears deaf to the voice of ſpeech or of 
harmony, and thine heart for ever dead to the 
emotions of joy. This is the condition, thou 
frantic wretch, to which thou art going to 
reduce thyſelf. Reflect before it be too late; 
and may the Author of light and life teach 
thee that duty which thou oweſt to him, to 
thyſelf, and to mankind. 
I have now, as I at firſt propoſed, unfolded 
the depravity of character in thoſe who are 
| prompted 
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prompted to this enormous act; and ſhewn 
how devoid the Self- deſtroyer is of every qua- 
lity which can dignify or adorn his nature, or 
which can render him happy in himſelf, uſeful 
to the world; or acceptable in the ſight of 
God. What now remains is, 

I ſhall now take a ſhort view of the moſt 
plauſible arguments which are urged in de- 
fence of this Crime. 

After what we have already advanced, you 
will perhaps be ſurprized to hear that any 
argument can be employed in its favour : yet 


ſuch 1s the fallibility of human reaſon when 


once depraved, that there 1s ſcarce a vice or 
folly, which the deluded votary does not en- 
deavour to juſtify to his own heart. 

Come then, you boaſtful Reaſoners and let 
us hear you concluſive arguments, your per- 
ſuaſive motives. 

I. Perhaps ſome of you will inform me, 
that you are WEARY OF YOUR LIT; that it 
is become a burden inſupportable. 

It may be ſo. But who is to be blamed ? 


Yourſelves. 


« All have cauſe to ſmile, 

« But thoſe who to themſelves that cauſe 
deny.” YoUuNG. 

Sano But 
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But why are you tired of life? Have you 


already lived long enough ? Have you finiſhed 
the work which was given you to do? Have 
you performed every thing which you couLD 
for the honour of your Creator, the improve- 
ment of your faculties, and the good of man- 
kind ? If you really have finiſhed your taſk at 
the noon- day of life, reſt ſatisfied. But if 
there is one part of duty which remains un- 
performed, and yet was in your power, you 
have no excuſe in the eyes of God or man for 
ſuch culpable remiſſneſs. And have you the 
preſumption to aſfert that hfe 1s a burden, 
when probably your own indolence or errors | 
have rendered it ſo? Till ſuch time as you 
have employed your faculties in the purſuits 
of utility or wiſdom, you have no right to re- 
treat from the field of action. Conſider like- 
wiſe, that the leſs you have hitherto done, the 
more is expected from you in thine after-con- 
duct, and that you are now called upon to 
make amends to ſociety for aninſignificant ora 
blameable life. 3 / 
II. Others may plead in defence, that they 
are ſurrounded by 1NDIGENCE and DISTREss; | 
and, that to add to their anguiſh, they be- 
hold a HELPLESS FAMILY pouring out their 
- | ſouls 
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ſouls in unavailing tears. That they feel the 
pang of nature: paternal affection yearns within 
them, and almoſt rends them todiſtraction. But 
hold—Suppreſs the wild idea—If you have 
one ſpark of affection for theſe tender rela- 
tives, it will prompt you to preſerve your life 
FOR THEIR SAKE. Will you abandon them 
to a cruel, inhoſpitable world, where they 
may have cauſe to imprecate vengeance on 
your head ? If your departed ſpirit be allowed 
to viſit earth, muſt it not behold with com- 
paſſion and remorſe thoſe wretched relicks, 
who by your crime are perhaps deprived of 
the neceſlaries of life; ſeduced into the ſnares 
of the abandoned ; loſt to every noble and 
generous feeling, and breathing their laſt in 
the agonies of remorſe and deſpair? It was 
your cruelty, you inconſiderate men, which 
reduced them to this deplorable ſtate. Me- 
thinks I behold them giving evidence againſt 
you before the tribunal of God : and accuſing 
you as the voluntary auTroRs of all their 
woes, in deſerting them thus, at a time when 
there was none to help them. How could you 


bear a reproach ſo inconceivably bitter, and 


yet ſo juſt? Learn then, that every argument 
E 2 for 


I 
for Suicide drawn from indigence and diſtreſs, 

is weak, deluſive, and wicked. 
III. What, likewiſe, though you are une: 
guiſhing on a bed of sicRNESsS, or even tor- 
tured with the keeneſt pain; be taught by 
religion, that every affliction comes from the 
hand of an affectionate Father, who wounds 
only that he may heal, who chaſtens that he 
may ſave for ever; who will not puniſh his 
creatures more than they are able to bear; 
but in his own good time and manner will 
relieve them from all their diſtreſſes. Wait, 
therefore, his all- ruling will, and forbear to 
murmur at his diſpoſal. The nobleſt duty 
of man is to be grateful for what he enjoys, 
and acquieſcent in what he ſuffers. | 
_ Suppoſe, likewiſe, that your GOD NAME 
and REPUTATION has been injured ; that an 
odium has been caſt upon your honour, as 
you call it; and that you cannot poſſibly 
ſurvive ſuch an ignominy. But what if you 
have DESERVED that odium ? Where 1s the 
life ſo ſpotleſs as not to merit the reprehenſions 
and reproaches of our fellow-men ? Why 
then ſhould you be offended at the world for 
telling you the truth ? Strive therefore, by 
your future conduct, to remove the cloud of 
WO 
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detraction which now obſcures your repu- 
tation. It may be in your own power to 
ſhine abroad to the world more 1lluſtrious | 
than ever.—But do you think to clear your 
character by dying? Will not this rather 
mark it with blacker infamy, and leave ſuch 
an indeliable ſtain on your memory, as all the 
efforts of your ſurviving friends ſhall never be 
able to eraſe ? If, on the other hand, you have 
been ſlandered unJusTLY, the only method of 
diſappointing theſe malevolent attacks, is to 
prove, by your future life, THAT YoU HAVE 
NOT DESERVED THEM. Then ſhall the arrowsof 
calumny rebound with double violence upon 
thoſe who ſent them. If your own conſci- 
ence approve you, let mankind do and ſay 
what they will, they cannot injure you. They 
never can take away that honour and ſelf- 
eſteem which is rooted in the heart, and out 
of the reach of all external attempts. 

But, perhaps, you will urge in your vindi- 
cation, that the retroſpect of thy paſt life diſ- 
tracts thee with horror, and that thou art 
unable to bear the REFLECTIONS OF THINE 
OWN MIND. This indeed is a moſt dreadful 
ſituation. But where 1s the remedy ? What 
medicine can ſoothe thy mental pain ? 


- 


Let 
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Loet peace of conſcience be firſt ſecured ; of 
conſcience that power within, which is your 
kind Monitor, your ſtrict Witneſs, and your 
impartial Judge. Learn to ſilence its ſharp 
upbraidings. How ?—By obeying its friendly 
dictates. The more your paſt life hath been 
polluted with guilt, the greater need have you 
of a longer time to eraſe the impreſſion. 
Begin, therefore, by inſpecting that invenom- 
ed wound which gnaws thine heart; probe it 
to the quick ; the balm of penitence will ſoon 
give it caſe, and health and joy be reſtored to 
thy ſoul. But if, in this ſtate of agitation, 
thou perpetrateſt the hell-prompted dzed, thou 
wilt act the part of a madman, who, when he 
finds his houſe in diſorder, inſtead of repair- 
ing it, pulls it down upon his own head. 
Farther, ſuppoſe thou advanceſt, as a pal- 
lation of thy crime, that your ambitious pro- 
ſpects in life have been diſappointed ; and the 
fair-built fabric of your hopes, by ſome la- 
mentable circumſtances has been utterly de- 
ſtroyed. But tell me, On what FounDAT1ON 
was that ſyſtem of ſanguine expectations 
erected? Was it on the unſtable baſis of 
chance or fortune, or on the whitn and caprice 
of man? If built on theſe, it ought not to 


appear 
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appear ſtrange that thy views have been fruC: 
trated. Such 1s the deceitfulneſs of human 
affairs, that when we think we are within the 
reach of our warmeſt wiſnes, we are only graſp- 
ing at a flying phantom, which has allured us 
from the path of peace, and made all our toil- 
ing purſuit after it end in vanity and vexation 
of ſpirit. Why, therefore, will you fooliſhly 
revenge on thyſelf any contingency in a ſtate 
ſo precarious? But if, on the other hand, your 
misfortunes have been the effect of THINEOwWN 
IN EXPERIENCE, or neghgence or folly, learn to 
be wiſer for the future; conſtruct you plans 
on a more ſolid foundation, and ſhew to the 
world, that you know the uſes of adverſity, 
and are able to declare with David, It is 
good for me to have been afflicted.” 

But TI forbear to obviate any more of theſe 
fallacious arguments that are apt to riſe up 
in a diſordered mind, and are uſually urged as 
apologies for Suicide. For however weighty 
they may appear through the magnifying eye 
of deſpondency, they vaniſh into nothing be- 
fore the clear illumination of reaſon and re- 

ligion. 

After all, it cannot be denied that every 
individual has much to lament, and much in 


this 
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this vain and wicked world. Our miſery ariſes 
partly from our own weakneſſes, follies and 
vices; and partly from the pride, the envy, the 
treachery, the cruelty and crimes of others.— 
Such, alas ! is the imperfection of our nature, 
that true virtue and true happineſs will never 
be found upon earth. Our higheſt attain- 
ments are clouded by ignorance, our beſt en- 
joyments embittered by diſappointment, and 
the moſtſhining of our good qualities tarniſhed 
by numberleſs failings. Even rectitude and 
innocence cannot enſure our peace. But 
ſhall we on that account preſumptuouſly ar- 


raign the adminiſtration of Providence, and | 


ſpurn indignant at EXISTENCE itſelf ? Shall 
ve not rather ſupplicate the Father of Spirits, 
to give us time for repentance and Self-1m- 
provement ; that what 1s low in our nature 
may be exalted; what is dark may be illumin- 
ed; what is irregular may be rectified; and 


what is evil may be utterly aboliſhed. Then | 
ſhall we be better qualified for the heavenly | 
abode, whenever it ſhall pleaſe the Creator to 


remove us hence. 

As an additional diſſuaſive from the crime 
of Suicide, let us ſtill bear in mind that we 
are the * of that Divine Perſonage, 


Who 


1 
who has left us an example of all that is great 
or good, or amiable, or exalted, in human 
nature. Who has commanded us to © watch 
and pray leſt we enter into temptation.” He 
it was who © endured the croſs, and deſpiſed 
the ſhame;” and who in the darkeſt hour of 
© diſtreſs, made this pious and pathetic prayer, 
& FATHER, fr IT BE POSSIBLE, LET THIS cur 
PASS FROM ME; NEVERTHELESS, NOT MY 
WILL BUT THINE BE DONE. He it was, who, 
with his dying words, has admoniſhed us not 
to let our heart be troubled neither to be diſ- 
mayed;” becauſe he knew that his, exalted 
doctrines could inſpire us with that tranquil- 
lity and joy, which the world could neither 
give nor take away. | 
And now, my . Chriſtian brethren, I re- 
| commend you all to the protection of that 
Being, who 1s the life of your ſoul and the 
length of your days. May he aid you with 
his ſtrength, and open your eyes to the know- 
edge of the truth. Then ſhall you be free 
from the great tranſgreſſion, and be reſtrained 
from committing a crime which can neither 
be amended nor repented of, and which may be 
attended with other deplorable circumſtances ; 


F | conſider 


. 
conſider therefore before it be too late, and 
may God give you underſtanding in all things. 

What I have ſpoken this evening, is from 
the warm ſincerity of my heart. I know the 
weight and importance of my ſubject, and I 
hope it will produce upon you the deſired 
effect. TW 
Once more, let me conjure each individual 
in this audience, by all that is dear to you in 
time or eternity, to . conſider thoſe things 
that belong to your peace, before it be too 
late, and they be for ever hid from your eyes.” 
Reflect on the indiſpenſible duty of preſerv- 
ing your HEALTH and your Lies. If you 
be diſtreſſed in mind, Live, ſerenity and joy 

may yet dawn upon your ſoul; if you have 
been contented and chearful, Live, and ge- 
nerouſly diffuſe that happineſs to others.— 
If misfortunes have befallen you by your own 
miſconduct, L1ve, and be wiſer for the fu- 
ture; if they have befallen you by the fault 
of others, Live, you have nothing wherewith. 
to reproach yourſelf, —If you are indigent and 
helpleſs, Live, the face of things may agree- 
ably change; if you are rich and proſperous, 
Live, and enjoy what you poſſeſs. —If another 
has injured you, Live, his own crime will be 
pans his 
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his puniſher ; if you have injured another, 
Live, and recompenſe it by your good offices. 
If your character be attacked unjuſtly, 
Live, time will remove the aſperſion ; if the 
reproaches are well-founded, Live, and ceaſe 
to deſerve them for the future.---If you are at 
preſent obſcure and undiftinguiſhed, Live, 
to be one day more conſpicuous ; if you are 
already eminent and applauded, Live, and 
preſerve the honours you have acquired. 
If you have been negligent and uſeleſs to 
ſociety, Live, and make amends by your fu- 
ture conduct; if you have been active and 
| WF induſtrious, Live, and communicate your 
improvements to others. If you have ſpiteful 


enemies, Lives, and diſappoint their malevo- 


lence ; if you have kind and faithful friends, 
Live, to bleſs and protect them.—If hitherto. 
you have been impious and wicked, Live, 
and repent. of your errors; if you have been 
wiſe and virtuous, Live, for the farther be- 
nefit of mankind. —If you diſbeheve a future 
ſtate, Live, and be as uſeful and happy in 
this as you can; if you hope for immortality, 
Live, and prepare to enjoy it. 5 
Thus it is, that in whatever condition you 
are placed, Reaſon informs you that it is your 


duty 
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duty to do all the good you can to ſociety, 
and to fulfil the intention of your Creator, 
by enjoying with gratitude the bleſſings he 
has beſtowed. This is the only life of wil 
dom, utility, and inward peace. | | 


That ſuch a life be the happy choice of all 
of us now preſent, may Gop of his infinite 


goodneſs grant. To- Hi therefore, and to 
the Word of his Grace do I recommend you. 
May He guard you from every temptation, 
and deliver you from every evil. Then will 
you be enabled to act in the changing ſcenes 
of life as becomes the diſciples of Jesus, 7 
and the heirs of immortality. May you, 


therefore, and I, and all thoſe whom we love, 
be ſincerely diſpoſed to unite in the wiſe and 
worthy reſolution,” that ALL TAE DAYS or 
OUR! APPOINTED TME WE WILL WAIT 
WITH PATIENCE, GRATITUDE AND HOPE, 
TILL OUR LAST AND IMPORTANT CHANGE 
SHALL ARRIVE. Amen. 
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